
Session 6: The Divine Watchmaker 
 
(1). William Paley’s Famous Argument:  
 

In his remarkable book, Natural Theology, apologist, William Paley penned his most 
famous argument. 

 
● It begins thus: “In crossing a [pasture], suppose I pitched my foot against a stone, 

and were asked how [it] came to be…?”  
 

● In response, Paley replies: “I might possibly answer that for anything I knew…it 
had laid there forever…” 
 

● Paley then inquires: “But suppose I had found a watch, upon the ground, 
and…should be [asked] how the watch happened to be…”  
 

● Paley then writes: “I should hardly think of the answer I had [given before], that 
the watch [had] always…been there.”  1

 
Paley’s argument carries an unmistakable point: The watch, more than the stone, requires 
_____________________.  

 
(2). The Rise of Darwinism:  
 

“The old argument of design in nature, as given by Paley…[now] fails…” (Darwin)  2

 
Apart from having fossil evidence, Darwin determined that future fossil finds would one 
day prove him_____________________. 
 

● “The crust of the earth is a vast museum…”   3

● “[T]he record [is] incomparably less perfect than is generally supposed.”   4

● “Can it…be thought improbable…that variations…should occur…? [And] [i]f 
such do occur, can we doubt…that individuals having any advantage would have 
the best chance of surviving…?”   5

1 William Paley; Natural Theology; or Evidences of the Existence of the Deity Collected from the Appearances of 
Nature; London R. P. Faulder, New Bond-Street, Wilks & Taylor, Chancery Lane; © 1803; pg. 1.  
2 Charles Darwin, The Autobiography of Charles Darwin (1809–1882) [need proper citation] 
3 Origin of Species; pg. 156 
4 Origin of Species; pg. 155 
5 Origin of Species; pgs. 77-78.  



“[A]ny variation in the least degree [inferior] would be rigidly destroyed.”  6

 
Undoubtedly, Darwin’s confidence sprang from his belief that evolution by natural 
selection was already a_______________________.  

 
(3). Examining Richard Dawkins (The Blind Watchmaker):  
 

The challenge to atheism, according to Richard Dawkins, is developing an hypothesis 
that explains __________________________. 
 
In simple terms, we need to know:  
 

● How did such diversity _______________?  
● Where did it all come ________________?  
● How did it all _________________?  

 
(4). The Problem with Evolution by Chance:  

 
In his book, Dawkins notes that Hemoglobin molecules defy__________________. 
 

“[Hemoglobin] consists of 146 amino acids. There are 20 different 
kinds…commonly found in living things.”  7

 
Yet the number of ways of arranging 20 kinds of things in chains of 146 is 
inconceivably large.  
 

● “The first link in the…chain could be any one of…20 [possibilities]...”  
● “The second link could [be the same]….”  
● “[T]he number of possible 146-link chains is [thus] 20 times itself 146 

times.”  8

 
A million is a 1 with_____zeroes after it.  
A billion is a 1 with ________ zeroes.  
Yet the hemoglobin number is a 1 with __________ zeroes. 

 

 
6 Origin of Species; pgs. 77-78.  
7 Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. Castle House, London; 1986, pg. 47 
8 Ibid.  



The odds against chance-creation scenarios are therefore______________.  
 

To his credit, Dawkins plainly admits this point. For he notes regarding current 
age-of-the-universe estimates:  
 

“…the total age of the universe is…well within the margin of error…”  9

 
Answers in Genesis corroborates this point:  
 

● “If the universe actually were 15 billion years old, as Dawkins believes, this 
would give [us] about 10 to the 18 seconds.”  
 

●  “…there are about 10 to the 80 atomic particles in the universe…If every second 
and every atomic particle were an experiment…this would amount to 10 to the 98 
experiments.”  10

 
(5). Experiments in Hamlet (Single Step Selection vs. Cumulative Selection): 
 

How does Dawkins propose to meet such challenges? How does he argue for Darwin's 
theory of natural selection? 
 

“To explain [this], I shall need to make a distinction between ‘single-step’ 
selection and ‘cumulative’ selection…”  11

 
Dawkins then programs his computer to “look” for evolutionary advantages in order to 
prove cumulative step selection. But that’s not evolution—that’s______________!  

 
“Natural selection is a blind unconscious process…[and] has no purpose in mind. 
It has no mind and no mind's eye. It does not plan for the future. It…is the blind 
watchmaker.”  12

 
Conversely, Dawkins’ computer ______________ the mutant phrases and chooses the 
one which, however slightly, most resembles the target.  
 

9 Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. Castle House, London; 1986, pg. 51 
10https://answersingenesis.org/evidence-against-evolution/probability/a-response-to-richard-dawkins-the-blind-watc
hmaker/ 
11 Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. Castle House, London; 1986, pg. 47 
12 Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. Castle House, London; 1986, pg. 7 
 



In this way, Dawkins’ computer_______________the winning words by comparing them 
against their own future poetic progeny.  
 
Therefore, this argument only creates an additional problem—namely the old dilemma of 
___________________________.  
 
Complex life forms_______________________prior to cumulative selection being able 
to take it’s needed effect. Again, Dawkins writes:  
 

“[L]iving things are the main examples we know of things that participate in 
cumulative selection. They may in practice be the only things that do.”   13

 
(6). Biological Complexity: Design, Necessity or Chance?  
 

In closing, it is worthy of noting that creationists have long argued that the emergence of 
life on earth is the result of design, necessity, or chance. 
 
Unmistakably, Dawkins’ argument attempts to show that biological complexity is the 
result of the alternative of necessity.  
 

“One of my tasks will be to destroy [the] myth that Darwinism is a theory of 
‘chance’.” (Dawkins)  14

 
Yet, far from succeeding at meeting this aim, Dawkins’ argument proves precisely the 
opposite________________________.  
 
For if cumulative selection cannot prove that life arose due to necessity, we are back to 
single-step selection which is the alternative of _______________.  
 

“We shall explain [life’s] coming into existence as a consequence of gradual, 
cumulative , step-by-step transformations from simpler things, from primordial 
objects sufficiently simple to have come into being by chance.” (Dawkins)  15

 
(7). Summary: The case for design  
 

P1: The biological complexity we see in the world around us is ___________  due to: 

13 Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. Castle House, London; 1986, pg. 47 
14 Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. Castle House, London; 1986, pg. xv 
15 Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. Castle House, London; 1986, pg. 16 



 
1. Design  
2. Necessity  
3. Chance 

 
P2: The biological complexity we see is __________________ due to: 
 

1. Necessity  
2. Chance 

 
C: The biological complexity we see in the world around us is due to  ____________.  

 
Answer Key: 
 

● Ingenuity 
● Correct 
● Settled fact 
● Complex design 
● Arise 
● From 
● Begin 
● Evolution 
● 6 
● 9 
● 190 
● Breathtaking 
● Design 
● Examines 
● Selects 
● The chicken and the egg 
● Must arise 
● Point 
● Chance 
● Either 
● Neither 
● Design  

 


