
Session 10: Did Jesus Rise From The Dead?  
 
(1). Can The Resurrection Be Explained Naturally? 
 

In his lengthy volume, Not The Impossible Faith , popular atheist thinker, Richard Carrier, 
wrote the following:  
 

“...there was nothing improbable about Christianity’s success—entirely natural 
factors...supply all the [explanation] needed...”  1

 
Carrier’s work certainly comes across as fairly rigorous. His copious and endless 
arguments appear impressive and exact.  
 
As he frequently urges, the notion of a crucified God “_____________Jewish society in 
pre-Christian Palestine.”  2

 
(2). Are The Gospels Bereft of History? 
 

Noted atheist Bible scholar, Bart Ehrman, disagrees. He writes:  
 

“there is historical information in the gospels….[Hence] whatever else you might 
think about the books of the Bible—whether you believe in them or not...they are 
still books .”  3

 
Hence, the idea that we don’t possess a single trace of solid evidence is a relatively recent 
notion, and a dubious one at that. Returning to Bart Ehrman:  
 

“The fact that [the Gospels]...[are] documents of faith has no bearing on...whether 
[they] can...be used for historical purpose.”  4

 
Demonstrating this, however, depends upon a key assumption—namely, we don’t need to 
refute every____________________________. 
 

1 Richard Carrier, Not The Impossible Faith (Lulu Press 2009), 407. 
2 Richard Carrier, Not The Impossible Faith (Lulu Press 2009), 12. 
3 Bart D. Ehrman, Did Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument For Jesus of Nazareth (Harper Collins Publishing, 
New York 2012), 71. 
4 Bart D. Ehrman, Did Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument For Jesus of Nazareth (Harper Collins Publishing, 
New York 2012), 73. 

 



 In fact, doing so would be practically logically equivalent to assuming that skepticism is 
right and that Jesus has not ___________________.  
 
Experts in Argument Theory recognize that this is a _____________ fallacy, which has 
been technically referred to as petitio principii (i.e. "begging the question").  
 
Skeptics who thus debate along these worn familiar lines become guilty of assuming the 
conclusions of their own arguments.  
 

(3). The Eliminate All Contraries First Principle: 
 

Philosopher, Peter Klein has proved that we don’t need to refute every contrary. He is a 
retired professor of philosophy from the University of Rutgers (1981-2016).  
 
Critiquing our commonest models for motivating skeptical doubt, Klein shows why 
adopting this rule inevitably leads to___________________.  
 
In so doing, he proves convincingly that administering this test results in conclusions 
which virtually insure our _______________________. He writes:  
 

“...when [a detective] summarizes... evidence…[he] does not [deny]...all the 
contraries to the claim that the culprit did it.”  5

 
“Does [the detective]...have to [prove] that the Ghost of Christmas Past...did [not 
do] it just to show that all is not right with the world?”  6

 
It is therefore ridiculous to demand the denial of every contrary prior to justifying belief 
in the ________________________. 
 
The process of eliminating every contrary also fails as a valid argument. 
 
To see that, simply notate our principle skeptical appeal as “NR” signifying 
“____________________________.” Then, assign a number to each contrary. 
 

● NR 1 
● NR 2 
● NR 3, (etc) 

5 Peter D. Klein, Certainty: A Refutation of Skepticism  (University of Minnesota Press, Minneapolis, 1981), 102. 
6 Ibid.  

 



 
In each case, notice that the outcome of negating the contrary proposal makes the 
resurrection—the sole evidence for the resurrection! (e.g. “～NR”)  
 
For the two proposals carry precisely the same assertion: “R” and “～NR” are logically 
equivalent.  
 
What the skeptic is thus demanding for proof of Jesus’s rising is that the defender of the 
gospel argue a question begging ______________.  
 

(4). The Counter Evidence Requirement:  
 

This is precisely what Richard Carrier has done. In the first chapter of his book, Richard 
Carrier writes:  
 

“...Christians [may have borrowed] the idea of a crucified god….We can’t rule 
that out….[and] we don’t know...more than that.”  7

 
Richard thus seems to perceive here a potential strike against the faith.  
 
But defeating every contrary as we’ve shown proves _____________, whether we’re 
talking about the resurrection or Richard Carrier’s birthday.  
 
Hence, arguing the resurrection is made of the remains of pagan myths is unhelpful if we 
lack the textual evidence to _______________________ the claim.  
 

“Can anyone cite a…source…that…indicates that people in rural Palestine … 
worshipped a pagan god who died and rose…? You can trust me, if there was a 
source like that, it would be talked about by everyone interested in early 
Christianity. It doesn’t exist.” (Bart Ehrman)  8

 
We therefore must concede to limit our scope of __________________. In fact, this is 
precisely what professor Klein suggests. Using the work of famous French philosopher, 
René Descartes, Klein contends that skeptical doubts must contain some form of 
evidence.  
 

7 Richard Carrier, Not The Impossible Faith (Lulu Press 2009), 102. 
8 Bart D. Ehrman, Did Jesus Exist?: The Historical Argument For Jesus of Nazareth (Harper Collins Publishing, 
New York 2012), 224. 

 



“The...counter-evidence requirement seems quite plausible,”  
 
“Why should any far-fetched hypothesis be worthy of...consideration?”  
 

Hence in the case of Easter, what the skeptic needs is an _________________ 
counter-hypothesis able to topple the resurrection. 

 
(5). The Case For Easter:  
 

This turns out to be far more challenging than one might expect. Upending the 
resurrection is a very difficult task.  
 
In the first place, one has to find some other cause than the resurrection itself, which 
prompted the______________________________.  

 
About this, William Paley wrote (some centuries ago):  
 

“The ruling party at Jerusalem had just crucified the founder of the religion. 
They...who stood forth to preach...must necessarily reproach these rulers with an 
execution they could not but represent as a murder.”  9

 
The notion of inter-religious borrowing therefore seems to strain credulity, since Jesus’s 
disciples were clearly facing a deadly ____________________. 
 

“Ordinarily speaking, nothing can overcome the indolence of mankind, the love 
of cheerful society or the desire for personal freedom … but conviction.”  10

 
For this reason, we must conclude that the cause of the message was deeply__________.  

 
The message of early Christianity could not have started otherwise.  
 
Hence, claiming rabbinic Judaism with its focus on ritual purity had somehow birthed a 
pagan hybrid is simply_________________.  
 
From this point we see that hallucinations become an unlikely candidate for producing 
religious visions which were so different from ________________beliefs.  
 

9 Revered Wisdom: Christianity (Sterling Publishing Company, New York, 2010), 20. 
10 Revered Wisdom, 18. 

 



Yet the fact that skeptical scholarship argues a pagan root to Easter suggests that case for 
Easter indeed cries out for some kind ____________________inspiration.  
 
Hallucinations therefore cannot for the disciples visions, since religiously inspired 
delusions are simply projections of our own___________________.  
 
As James D.G. Dunn has noted, given their Jewishness, belief in Jesus’s resurrection is 
an_____________________________development. 
 

“Why conclude that it was Jesus risen from the dead? Why not simply a vision of 
the dead man?—Why draw the astonishing conclusion that the resurrection had 
already taken place in the case of a single individual…?”  11

 
The most plausible explanation is that Jesus had arisen over and against all contrary 
________________________.  
 

(6). Summary Argument: 
 

 In my presentation, I have argued two basic contentions:  
 
(I) The resurrection is not proven to be false if it fails to refute every contrary and  
 
(II) The resurrection can be proven true on the basis of four key historical facts. It is 
important to note that these facts would be agreed upon by the majority of NT scholars 
today. They are:  
 

(i) the empty tomb  
(ii) the post-mortem appearances  
(iii) the origin of the disciples belief and  
(iv) the disciples willingness to suffer. 
 

(III) The best explanation of these four facts is that Jesus rose from the dead.  
 
 
 
 
 

11  James W.D.G. Dunn, Jesus and the Spirit (London: SCM, 1975), 132. 

 



Answer Key:  
 

● Entered 
● Easter Objection 
● Risen 
● Logical 
● Doubt 
● Disbelief 
● Resurrection 
● No Resurrection 
● Case 
● Nothing 
● Establish 
● Questioning 
● Evidenced 
● Easter Faith 
● Threat 
● Arresting 
● Unrealistic 
● Jewish 
● External 
● Minds 
● Unexpected 
● Expectation 

 
 

 


